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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 , (Currently Amended) A method for searching electronic documents, 
comprising: 

receiving a search expression including one or more search terms each having 
one or more weighting criteria each compri sing a weight criterion and a corresponding 
user-desianated score modifier applicable to the respective w eioht criterion, wherein the 
one or more weight criteria criterions each describe a character istic that the respective 
search term must satisfy with respect to candidate documents and wherein the 
corresponding i nc l ude a user-designated score modifier provides a user-desianated 
weight to the respective weight criterion : 

finding one or more candidate documents based on the search expression; 

calculating a score for each candidate document according to the one or more 
weight criteria; and 

preparing a list of the one or more candidate documents reflecting the calculated 
scores, 

2, (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

sorting the one or more candidate documents according to the calculate scores. 

3, (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
presenting a subscore for each search term having a weight criterion. 

4, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the one or moro 
weight criteria criterions are selected from a location of the one or more search terms, a 
format of the one or more search terms, and a frequency count of the one or more 
search terms. 

5, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the ono or mor e 
weight criteria criterions require that the one or more search terms are located in a 
section selected from a header section, a caption section, an abstract section, a 
footnote section, a summary section, and a title section. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the e no or more 
weight criteria criterions require that the one or more search terms have a different 
format than a common format of a paragraph containing the one or more search terms. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the format is selected from bold, 
italic, color, font size and font type. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the on e or mo fe 
weight criteria criterions require that a search term be present in the candidate 
document at least a minimum number of times. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
sorting the one or more candidate documents according to the weight criteria. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A signal bearing medium, comprising a program 
which, when executed by a processor, performs an operation, comprising: 

receiving a search expression including one or more search terms each having 
one or more weight criteria each comprising a weight criterio n and a corresponding 
user-designated score modifier applicable to the respectiv e weight criterion, wherein the 
one or more weight critorio criterions each describe a charac teristic that the respective 
search term must satisfy with respect to candidate documents and wherein the 
corresponding include a use^designated score modifier provides a user-designated 
weight to the respective weight criterion ; 

finding one or more candidate documents based on the search expression; 

calculating a score for each candidate document reflecting the one or more 
weight criteria; and 

preparing a list of the one or more candidate documents reflecting the calculated 
scores. 



Page 3 

316994.1 



PAGE 4/12 1 RCVD AT 1 1/24/2004 6:36:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRM/0 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+2199 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03»36 



Nov-24-04 06 :40pm Frora-HPS Houston; Internal +2199 T-311 P. 005/012 F-T11 

PATENT 

Any. DM. NO. ROC9200I0069US1 

1 1 (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 10, wherein the program 
which, when executed by a processor, further performs the step of sorting the one or 
more candidate documents according to the calculate scores. 

1 2. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 1 0, wherein the program 
which, when executed by a processor, further performs the step of presenting a 
subscore for each search term having a weight criterion. 

13. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 10, wherein the 
ono or more weight criteria criterions are selected from a location of the one or more 
search terms, a format of the one or more search terms, and a frequency count of the 
one or more search terms. 

14. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 10, wherein the 
one or more weight crit e ria criterions require that the one or more search terms are 
located in a section selected from a header section, a caption section, an abstract 
section, a footnote section, a summary section, and a title section. 

15. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 10, wherein the 
one or more weight crit e ri a criterions require that one or more search terms have a 
different format than a common format of the candidate document. 

16. (Original) The signal bearing medium of claim 15, wherein the different format 
is selected from bold, italic, color, font size and font type. 

17. (Currently Amended) The signal bearing medium of claim 15, wherein the 
one or mor e weight crit e r i a criterions require that a search term be present in the 
candidate document at least a minimum number of times. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A system for searching electronic documents, 
comprising: 

a memory containing a search engine; and 
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a processor which, when configured with the search engine, performs an 

operation, comprising: 

receiving a search expression including one or more search terms each 
having one or more weight criteria each compri sing a weight criterion and a 
con-esoondinq user-desianated score m odifier applicable to the respective weight 
criterion , wherein the one or more weight criteri a criterions each describe a 
characteristic that the respective search term must satisfy with respect to candidate 
documents and wherein the corresponding inc l ude a user-designated score modifier 
provides a user-designated weight to the respective weig ht criterion; 

finding one or more candidate documents based on the search 

expression; 

calculating a score for each candidate document reflecting the one or 
more weight criteria; and 

preparing a list of the one or more candidate documents reflecting the 
calculated scores. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the search engine is further 
configured to perform the step of sorting the one or more candidate documents 
according to the calculate scores. 

20. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the search engine is further 
configured to perform the step of presenting a subscore for each search term having a 
weight criterion. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18, wherein the on e or mor e 
weight criteria criterions are selected from a location of the one or more search terms, a 
format of the one or more search terms, and a frequency count of the one or more 
search terms. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 8, wherein the on e or more 
weight criteria criterions require that one or more search terms have a different format 
than a common format of the candidate document. 
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23. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein the different format is selected 
from bold, italic, color, font size and font type. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 1 8 r further comprising a database containing 
one or more candidate documents. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 18, further comprising a network connection 
with a client computer from which the search expression is received. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method for searching electronic documents, 
comprising: 

receiving a search expression including one or more search terms having one or 
more format weighting criteria each comprising a format criterion and a corresponding 
user-designated score modifier applicable to the respective f ormat criterion, wherein the 
format criterlons each describe a characteristic that the respective search term must 
satisfy with respect to candidate documents and wherein the cor responding user- 
designated score modifier provides a user-designated weight to the respective format 
criterion ; 

finding one or more candidate documents based on the search expression; 

calculating a score for each candidate document according to the one or more 
format weighting criteria , whoroin the one or moro format criteria inc l ude a usor 
d es i gnated scoro modifier uti l iz e d for ccoro - Ga l oulation of th e one or mor e candidat e 
docum e nts ; and 

preparing a list of the one or more candidate documents reflecting the calculated 
scores. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the one or more 
format crit e ria criterions require that the respective one or more search terms have a 
different format than a common format of a paragraph containing the respective one or 
more search terms. 
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28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the one or more 
format criteria criterions are selected from bold, italic, color, font size and font type. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. ^ (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 

sorting the one or more candidate documents according to the calculate scores. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, further comprising: 
presenting a subscore for each search term having a respective format criterion. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein the search 
expression includes one or more search terms having one or more weight criteria 
criterions selected from; 

a location criterion requiring that the respective o f tho one or mor e-search terms 
are located in a section selected from a header secti on, a caption section, an abstract 
section, a footnote section, a summary section, and a t itle section; and 

a frequency count of th e on e or more requiring that the respective s earch terms 
be present in the candidate document at least a minimum number of times. 

33. (Canceled) 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Currently Amended) A method for searching electronic documents, 
comprising: 

receiving a search expression including one or more search terms; 

finding a plurality of candidate documents based on the search expression; 

calculating a format score for each candidate document, wherein the format 
scores reflect formatting attributes of applied to the one or more search terms, wherein 
the formatting attributes comprise a formatting criterion and a corresponding user- 
designated score modifier applicable to the respective formatting criterion, wherein the 
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one or more formatting criterions each descr ibe a formatting characteristic that the 
respective search term must satisfy with respect to cand idate documents and wherein 
thR corresponding user-designated score modifier provi des a user-designated weight to 
the respective formatting criterion ; and 

sorting the candidate documents to produce a list having a document order at 
least partially reflecting the calculated format scores. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein the formatting attributes require 
that the one or more search terms have a different format than a common format of a 
paragraph containing the one or more search terms. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein the formatting attributes are 
selected from the group consisting of a font type, a font size, a font color, a background 
color, a bold type style, and an italic type style. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein the formatting attributes include a 
location of the one or more search terms within the candidate document. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein the formatting attributes include 
whether the one or more search terms are located in a section selected from the group 
consisting of a header section, a caption section, an abstract section, a footnote section, 
a summary section, and a title section. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein the document order at least 
partially reflects a frequency count of the one or more search terms within the candidate 
document. 
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